
Ships Callsigns of the Royal Australian Navy, generally in their years of service.

Ships Name Type / Class Service years Signal Letters Hull Numbers

Childers Torpedo Boat - 1st Class      ex-VIC 10.07.1911 -  27.04.1916  Sold 
Countess of Hopetown Torpedo Boat - 1st Class      ex-VIC 10.07.1911 - xx.xx.1924  Sold 
Gordon Torpedo Launch                   ex-VIC 10.07.1911 - xx.xx.1914
Lonsdale Torpedo Boat - 2nd Class     ex-VIC 10.07.1911 - xx.xx.1912  Hulked 
Mosquito Torpedo Boat - 2nd Class     ex-QLD 10.07.1911 - xx.xx.1912
Midge Torpedo Launch                   ex-QLD 10.07.1911 - xx.xx.1913
Nepean Torpedo Boat - 2nd Class     ex-VIC 10.07.1911 - xx.xx.1912  Hulked 
TB191 Torpedo Boat           ex-TAS ex-S.A. 10.07.1911 - xx.xx.1911  Hulked

Gayundah Gunboat - Obsolete  - 1884   ex- 5.1911 - 23.08.1918  Sold 1921 GVRM

Paluma
Gunboat - Obsolete  - 1884   ex-

QLD

5.1911 - xx.xx.1916  Laid up  Sold 

1918 renamed 'Rip' (RWPV) BU 
GSWV

Cerberus Turret Ship (Monitor)            ex-VIC
10.07.1911 - renamed Platypus (II) 

01.04.21 Sold 04/24 Scuttled 
?

Tingira  (ex-Sobraon) Support Ship - Non Seagoing 25.04.1912 - 30.06.1927  Sold 1929

Encounter Light Cruiser - Challenger Class 01.07.1912 - 01.01.1923  re-named GRJK / GQVJ
Pioneer Light Cruiser - Pelorus Class 01.04.1914 - 07.11.1916  Scuttled GTDB/GTDH/GSFL

Protector
Light Cruiser - Colonial Class  ex-

S.A.

10.07.1911 - 01.04.1921 renamed 

Cerberus (II) til xx.24 renamed 
SKLQ / GVRL / GQLP

Psyche Light Cruiser - Pelorus Class 01.07.1915 - 26.03.1918  Sold GTJF/GTHB/GSFW

Australia Battle Cruiser - Indefatigable
21.06.1913 - 12.12.1921  Scuttled 

off Sydney 12.04.1924
GVRF / GQFW C6 / 09 / 81

AE1 Submarine E Class
28.02.1914 - 14.09.1914 Lost off 

New Britain with all hands
? 80 / 1

AE2 Submarine E Class 28.02.1914 - 30.04.1915 Stranded ? 81 / 2

Fantome Sloop - Surveying
27.07.1914 - 17.04.1924 Sold 

30.01.1925  Hulk gravel carrier till 
GRLH / GQWP

Una (ex-Komet) Sloop - Surveying
17.11.1914 - 23.08.1920 Sold 

06.01.1925  became Pilot tender 
GVRW
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Franklin (ex-Adele) Steam Yacht - RAN College Tender
31.05.1915 - 18.09.1922 Tfr to 

Administrator New Guinea Sold 
?

Sleuth Steam Yacht - Patrol Boat 13.01.1917 - xx.xx.1918 Sold GVRX

Brisbane              AUS Light Cruiser  - Chatham Class 31.10.1916 - 24.09.1935  Sold BU GVRH/GQJW/VJLT ?

Sydney              
Light Cruiser  - Chatham Class 

08.1912

26.06.1913 - 08.05.1928  Sold BU 

10.01.1929 Cockatoo Island
GVRP/GTBJ/VJMS A1 / 52

Melbourne          Light Cruiser  - Chatham Class 18.01.1913 - 23.04.1928  Sold BU GVRK/GRTD/VJMC 86 / 93

Huon                    AUS Destroyer - Modified British I Class 14.12.1915 - 07.06.1928  Sunk GF GVRJ/GRHV/VJLY 50
Parramatta Destroyer - Modified British I Class 10.09.1910 - 20.04.1928  FD GVRB/GSDB/VJMK 55
Swan                    AUS Destroyer - Modified British I Class 16.08.1916 - 15.05.1928  FD GVRS/GSWT/VJMQ 61

Torrens                AUS Destroyer - Modified British I Class
03.07.1916 - Training Vessel 1924-

1928  Sunk GF 24.11.1930
GVRT/GTFW/ VJMX 67

Warrego Destroyer - Modified British I Class 01.06.1912 - 19.04.1928  Sunk GVRC/GTRJ/VJMY 70
Yarra Destroyer - Modified British I Class 10.09.1910 - xx.xx.1919  Sunk GVRD/GVBC/VJMZ 79

Penguin I
Sloop - Survey - Stationary Depot 

Ship

01.07.1913 - 01.01.1923  Hulk Sold 

04.25 used as a floating crane at till 
VJML

Penguin II ex-Encounter Depot and receiving ship 01.01.1923 - 15.08.1929  Sunk 

Platypus I    (1917-1958) Submarine Tender - Fleet repair
xx.03.1917 - 12.07.1922  13.07.22 

re-named Penguin III - 15.08.29 
GVRQ / GSFM C8 / D56

Penguin III  ex-Platypus I Submarine depot ship - Base ship     
16.08.1929 - 09.05.1930  

10.05.1930 - 25.02.1941 re-Cmsd 

Platypus I ex-Penguin III
Base ship - Fleet repair 

maintenance

26.02.1941 - 13.05.1946  in 

Reserve till 20.02.1958  Sold scrap 
VLRS D56 / F123

Platypus II ex-Cerberus Submarine Depot Ship - Temporary
01.04.1921 - xx.xx.xxxx  Sold 

23.04.1924 Scuttled 02.09.1926 

J1
Submarine J Class T'frd on  

25.03.1919

15.03.1916 - xx.08.1921 SD 

26.02.1924 Scuttled 26.05.26 
? J1

J2
Submarine J Class ex-R.N. 

25.03.1919

01.06.1916 - xx.08.1921 SD 

26.02.1924 Scuttled 01.06.1926 
? J2

J3
Submarine J Class ex-R.N. 

25.03.1919

27.04.1916 - xx.08.1921 SD 

xx.01.1926 Sunk breakwater Swan 
? J3

J4
Submarine J Class ex-R.N. 

25.03.1919

17.07.1916 - xx.05.1922 SD 

26.02.1924 Sank at 10.07.1924 
? J4

J5
Submarine J Class ex-R.N. 

25.03.1919

06.05.1916 - xx.05.1922 SD 

26.02.1924 Scuttled 04.06.1926 
? J5
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J7
Submarine J/K Class ex-R.N. 

25.03.19

15.09.1917 - 12.07.1922 SD 

xx.11.1929 Sunk 1930 Breakwater 
? J7

Kurumba Fleet Oiler - ex R.N. RFA 01.1917
07.12.1916 - 05.06.1928  

04.09.1939 - 29.07.1946 Sold 
GVRN/GRNC/VJLY X36 / X64

Anzac
Destroyer - Marksman Flotilla 

Leader

xx.03.1919 - 30.07.1933  Sold 

08.08.1935 Sunk 07.05.1936 GF off 
GQFC / VJLR F61/G60/G50/G70

Stalwart Destroyer - Admiralty S Class 27.01.1920 - 01.12.1925  Sold GSVQ / VJMN F4A / H14
Success Destroyer - Admiralty S Class 27.01.1920 - 21.05.1930  Sold GSWN / VJMP F1A / H02
Swordsman Destroyer - Admiralty S Class 27.01.1920 - 21.12.1929  Sold GTBD / VJMR F3A / H11
Tasmania Destroyer - Admiralty S Class 27.01.1920 - 09.01.1928  Sold GTCQ / VJMT G97 / H25

Tattoo Destroyer - Admiralty S Class
27.01.1920 - 06.12.1921  

31.08.1931 - 30.06.1933  Sold 
GTCR / VJMW F2A / H26

Geranium Sloop - Flower Class Arabis
14.02.1920 - 23.07.1929  Scrap 

10.06.1932 Sunk 24.04.1935 off 
GRDH/GRDN/VJLX T56 / T37

Mallow Sloop - Flower Class Acacia
04.06.1924 - 23.07.1929  Scrap 

25.07.1932 Sunk 01.08.1935 off 
GRSK / VJLZ M68 / T27

Marguerite Sloop - Flower Class Arabis
31.01.1920 - 23.07.1929  Scrap 

xx.09.1932 Sunk 01.08.1935 off 
GRSV / VJMB T51 / T60

Biloela                  AUS Fleet Collier
05.07.1920 - 14.11.1927 Sold 

03.1931 Sunk U-Boat 21.11.1940
GQKL

Cerberus II (ex-Protector)
Light Cruiser - Tender at 

Westernport

01.04.1921 - til xx.1924  renamed 

Protector Laid up 06.1924 Sold 
GQLP

Albatross             AUS Carrier - Seaplane
23.01.1929 - xx.xx.1933  Sold to 

R.N. 1938 as deposit for HMAS 
VJLQ D22 (RN WWII)

Moresby  ex-HMS Silvio
Survey Sloop - Escort A/S role 

WWII

20.06.1925 - xx.1927 xx.1933 - 

14.03.1946  Sold 03.02.1947 BU 
GRTM / VJMD T05 / J54

Otway Submarine - O Class
01.04.1927 - 09.04.1931  *Tfr to 

R.N. Sold 24.08.1945 scrap
VJMF / *GVVC AO2

Oxley Submarine - O Class
01.04.1927 - 09.04.1931  *Tfr RN 

SK 10.09.39 torpedoed in error by 
VJMG / *GVVF AO1
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Adelaide             AUS
Cruiser  - Improved Town Class 

Light

05.08.1922 - 26.02.1945  

19.05.1945 - 13.05.1946  Sold 
GQDB / VJLP I47 / D47

Australia (II)       Cruiser - County Class Heavy
24.04.1928 - 31.08.1954  Sold 

25.01.1955
VJLS I84 / D84 / C01

Canberra      Cruiser - County Class Heavy 09.07.1928 - 09.08.1942  Sunk off VJLW I33 / D33

Hobart      ex-HMS Apollo
Cruiser - Modified Leander Class 

Light

28.09.1938 - xx.12.1947  Sold 

22.02.1962
VLLK I63 / D63 / C02

Perth     ex-HMS Amphio Cruiser - Modified Leander Class 29.06.1939 - 01.03.1942  Sunk in VLLM I29 / D29

Shropshire      Cruiser - County Class Heavy
24.09.1929  Transferred to RAN  

25.06.1943 - 1949 Sold 16.07.1954 
GXBS / VLNB 73 / C73

Sydney (II) Cruiser - Modified Leander Class 24.09.1935 - 19.11.1941  Sunk off VJLR I48 / D48

Stuart                 Destroyer - Scott Class Flotilla 11.10.1933 - 27.04.1946  Sold GSWK / VJZB D00 / I00
Vampire           Destroyer - V Class 11.10.1933 - 08.04.1942  Sunk by GTMK / BKDM / VJZC D68 / I68
Vendetta             Destroyer - V Class 11.10.1933 - 27.11.1945  Sold GTND / VJZD D69 / I69
Voyager               Destroyer - W Class 11.10.1933 - 23.09.1942  Lost GTPS / VJZF D31 / I31
Waterhen          Destroyer  - V Class 11.10.1933 - 30.06.1941  Sunk by GTRQ / VJZG D22 / I22

Swan (II)             AUS Sloop - Grimsby Class
21.01.1937 - 18.08.1948  

10.02.1956-23.08.1962 Sold 
VJZK L74/U74/A427/ F74

Yarra (II)             AUS Sloop - Grimsby Class 21.01.1936 - 04.03.1941  Sunk by VJZJ  L77 / U77

Parramatta (II)    AUS      Sloop - Improved Grimsby Class 08.04.1940 - 27.11.1941  Sunk by U- VJZN ? L44 / U44

Warrego (II)        AUS Sloop - Improved Grimsby Class
22.08.1940 - 08.08.1963  Sold 1964 

BU scrap 1965-1966 Sydney
VJZM U73 / F73 / A312

Kanimbla Armed Merchant Cruiser - LSI 06.10.1939 - 25.03.1949 VLFS F23 / C78 / Y90

Manoora Armed Merchant Cruiser - LSI 12.12.1939 - 06.12.1947 VLDC F48 / C77
Westralia Armed Merchant Cruiser - LSI 17.01.1940 - 19.09.1946 VJNG F95 / C61

Wongala (ex-Wyatt Earp) Armed Auxilliary - Requisitioned
14.07.1940 - 19.07.1944 17.11.47 

(re-cmsd as HMAS Wyatt Earp)- 
A FY78 / WG

Bungaree Armed Merchant Ship - Minelayer 06.06.1941 - 07.08.1946 VLJX M29

Kookaburra      Boom Defence - Bar Class - Original
28.02.1939 - 03.12.1958  Avbl 

disposal 24.06.1965
VJZL P15 / Z15 / A331

Kangaroo         
Boom Defence - Bar Class - 

Improved

27.09.1940 - 15.12.1955  Sold 

28.08.1961 BU scrap
VJRY P80 / Z80 / A291
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Karangi            
Boom Defence - Bar Class - 

Improved

23.12.1941 - 30.09.1954  

xx.04.1955 - xx.03.1957  Sold 

17.08.1965

VLPS P282 Z216 A304

Koala                
Boom Defence - Bar Class - 

Improved

07.04.1940 - 18.04.1957  Sold 

24.06.1969 Gravel barge
VJZZ P69 / Z69 / A315

Arunta               AUS      Destroyer - Tribal Class
30.03.1942 - 14.06.1956  Sold 

01.11.1968
VLMB I30/D5/I30/D130

Bataan               AUS      Destroyer - Tribal Class
26.06.1945 - 18.10.1954  Sold 1958 

scrap
BDBR / VLNC D9 / I91 / D191

Warramunga      AUS   Destroyer - Tribal Class
23.11.1942 - 07.12.1959  Sold 

15.02.1963
VLMC I44/D10/I44/D123

Napier                 Destroyer - N Class 28.11.1940 - 17.10.1945  returned GBTN G97 / D13
Nepal               Destroyer - N Class 01.05.1942 - 17.10.1945  returned GCFT G25 / D14
Nestor               Destroyer - N Class 03.02.1941 - 16.06.1942  Sunk by GNZG G02
Nizam                  Destroyer - N Class 08.01.1941 - 17.10.1945  returned GBXT G38 / D15
Norman             Destroyer - N Class 15.09.1940 - 17.10.1945  returned GCFG G49 / D16

Quadrant                  Destroyer - Quilliam Class 26.11.1942 - 20.06.1947  ex R.N. GVTZ G11 / D11
Quality             Destroyer - Quilliam Class 07.09.1942 - 25.01.1946  ex R.N. GQJJ G62
Queenborough Destroyer - Quilliam Class 29.10.1945 - 20.05.1946  ex R.N. BVCR G70 / D19
Quiberon             Destroyer - Quilliam Class 06.07.1942 - 15.05.1950  ex R.N. MKKM G81 / D20
Quickmatch      Destroyer - Quilliam Class 14.09.1942 - 15.05.1950  ex R.N. GKZF G92 / D21

Ararat AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 16.06.1943 - 11.04.1947 VKMQ K34 / M34
Armidale AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 11.06.1942 - 01.12.1942  Sunk East ? J240

Ballarat AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 30.08.1941 - 27.09.1946 VLRM J184 / B236

Bathurst AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 06.12.1940 - 27.09.1946 VLRB J158

Benalla AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 27.04.1943 - 28.01.1946 BJLP / VLPC J323 / M323

Bendigo AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 10.05.1941 - 27.09.1946 VLRD J187 / M237

Bowen AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 09.11.1942 - 17.01.1946 BXYJ J285/ M285

Broome AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 29.07.1942 - xx.04.1946 VLTM J191

Bunbury AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 03.01.1943 - 26.08.1946 BJJW / VKDB J241 / M241
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Bundaberg AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 12.09.1942 - 26.03.1946 BJJX / VKML J236 / M236

Burnie AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 15.04.1941 - 05.07.1946 VLRL J198 / B238

Cairns AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 11.05.1942 - 17.01.1946 VLTK J183 / B239

Castlemaine AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class
17.06.1942 - 14.12.1945  09.1973 

Museum Ship Melbourne VIC
BDDJ / VKDJ J244/M244/A248

Cessnock AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 26.01.1942 - 12.07.1946 VLSR J175 / B240

Colac AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class
06.01.1942 - 27.11.1945  

20.02.1951 - 30.01.1953
BDDC / VKDC J242 / M05

Cootamundra AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class
30.04.1943 - 26.11.1945  

12.12.1951 - 08.06.1959
BRZX / VKDK J316 / M186

Cowra AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class
08.10.1943 - 04.12.1946  

20.02.1951 - 26.06.1953
VKMV J351 / M351

Deloraine AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class
22.11.1941 - 04.11.1946  

16.12.1946 - 30.06.1948
VLSV J232 / M232

Dubbo AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 31.07.1942 - 07.02.1947 BDBC / VKDF J251 / M251

Echuca AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 07.09.1942 - 29.06.1948 VLTQ J252 / M252

Fremantle AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class
24.03.1943 - 25.01.1946  

10.12.1952 - 22.06.1959
BDBF / VKDL J246 / M246

Gawler AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 14.08.1942 - 05.04.1946 BBZL J188 / B241

Geelong AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 16.01.1942 - 18.10.1944  Sunk VLSB J201

Geraldton AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 06.04.1942 - 14.06.1946 VLTF J178 / B242

Gladstone AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 22.03.1943 - 16.07.1956 BJLQ / VLNJ J324 / M324

Glenelg AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 16.11.1942 - 14.01.1946 VMFP J236 / M236

Goulburn AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 28.02.1941 - 27.09.1946 VLRK J167 / B243

Gympie AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 04.11.1942 - 23.05.1946 BDBL / VKMM J238 / M238

Horsham AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 18.11.1942 - 17.12.1945 BDBN / VLPD J235 / M235
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Inverell AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 17.11.1942 - 14.06.1946 BDBQ / VKMN J233 / M233

Ipswich AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 13.06.1942 - 05.07.1946 VLST J186 / B244

Junee AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class
11.04.1944 - 21.01.1946  

25.02.1953 - 21.08.1957
VMFD J362 / M362

Kalgoorlie AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 07.04.1942 - 08.05.1946 VLSP J192 / B245

Kapunda AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 11.10.1942 - 14.01.1946 BDBS / VKDD J218 / M218

Katoomba AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 17.12.1941 - 02.08.1948 VLSC J204 / M204

Kiama AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 26.01.1944 - 03.04.1946 VKMT J353 / M353

Latrobe AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 06.11.1942 - 13.03.1953 BDBT / VLNG J234 / M234

Launceston AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 09.04.1942 - 23.03.1946 VLSS J179 / B246

Lismore AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 24.01.1941 - 03.07.1946 VLRX J145 / B247

Lithgow AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 14.06.1941 - 08.06.1948 VMFJ J206 / M206

Maryborough AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 12.06.1941 - xx.12.1945 GWYD J195 / B248

Mildura AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class
23.07.1941 - 21.05.1948  

20.02.1951 - 11.09.1953
VLSD J207 / M207

Parkes AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 25.05.1941 - 17.12.1945  VMFC J361 / M361

Pirie AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 10.10.1942 - 06.08.1946 BCCB J189 / B249

Rockhampton AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 21.01.1942 - 05.08.1946 VLSQ J203 / M203

Shepparton AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 01.02.1943 - 10.05.1946 BDCK / VLNW J248/ M248

Stawell AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 07.08.1943 - 26.03.1946 VKMR J348 / M348

Strahan AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 14.05.1944 - 25.01.1946 VMFF J363 / M363

Tamworth AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 08.08.1942 - 30.04.1946 VLTL J181 / M250
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Toowoomba AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 09.10.1941 - 05.07.1946 VLSF J157 / B251

Townsville AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 19.12.1941 - 05.08.1946 VLSG J205 / M205

Wagga AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class
18.12.1942 - 28.11.1945  

12.12.1951 - 28.10.1960
BRZD / VLPB J315/M315/M183

Wallaroo AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 15.07.1942 - 10.06.1943  Sunk ? J222
Warrnambool AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 23.09.1941 - 19.09.1947  Sunk VLSK J202

Whyalla AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class
08.01.1942 - 16.05.1946  1984 

Museum Ship Whyalla S.A. (ex-
VLDP J153/B252/A126

Wollongong AMS - Corvette Bathurst Class 23.10.1941 - 11.02.1946 VLSN J172/B253/A127

Abraham Crijnssen         Minesweeper
28.09.1942 - 05.05.1943  

Transferred back to the 
PABR FY55

Reserve Fleet Tug
23.02.1944 - 19.10.1953  Reclass 

Sub. Rescue Ship 1963 Sold 
BQRS / VLNN W149

Sprightly Fleet Tug
23.02.1944 - 23.12.1946  

xx.11.1953 - xx.06.1959 Leased 
BQRT / VKMK W103

Barcoo Frigate River Class  
17.01.1944 - 25.09.1956  

07.12.1959 - 21.02.1964
VKMY K375/F375/A245

Barwon Frigate River Class 10.12.1945 - 31.03.1947 VMFQ K406 / F406

Burdekin Frigate River Class 27.06.1944 - 18.04.1946 VKMZ K376 / F376

Diamantina Frigate River Class

27.04.1945 - 09.08.1946  

22.06.1959 - 29.02.1980  Museum 

Ship Brisbane

VMFB K377/F377/A266/GOR266

Gascoyne Frigate River Class
18.11.1943 - 12.04.1946  

08.06.1959 - 01.02.1966
VKMS K354/F354/A276

Hawkesbury Frigate River Class
05.07.1944 - 31.05.1947  

31.07.1952 - 14.02.1955
VKMW K363 / F363

Lachlan Frigate River Class
14.02.1945 - 05.10.1949  

Transferred to RNZN DCMSD 
VKMX K364 / F364

Macquarie Frigate River Class
07.12.1945 - 19.12.1946  

15.08.1952 - 17.03.1954
VMFS K532 / F532

Air Bird Air Sea Rescue ASR - 63 foot vessels 28.03.1945 - Transferred RAAF VKRJ SAR915
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Air Chief Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built
12.08.1944 -  Remained in RAN 

service. Sold 07.1966  'Balaclava'
VKCD SAR918 / Y252

Air Clan Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built 11.12.1944 -  Transferred RAAF VKRL SAR922
Air Cloud Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built 20.10.1944 -  Transferred RAAF VKRN SAR924

Air Faith Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built
08.02.1945 -  Tfr to RAAF 1949 - 

back to RAN 1965 - Sold 
VKRC SAR909 / Y258

Air Foam (ex-Air Wave) Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built 20.09.1944 -  Remained in RAN VKCC SAR912

Air Guide (ex-Air Host) Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built
20.10.1944 - Tfr to RAAF 1949 - 

back to RAN 1956 Sunk as target 
VKRF SAR913 / Y260

Air Hawk SAR - Misc. Auxilliary xx.xx.xxxx - xx.xx.xxxx VKYG SAR011-001

Air Hope Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built 13.02.1945 -  Transferred RAAF VKRB SAR908
Air Host Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built 20.10.1944 -  Renamed Air Guide 

Air Master Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built
31.08.1944 -  Remained in RAN 

service - Sunk target practice 1968
VKCT SAR919

Air Mercy Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built 28.02.1945 -  Remained in RAN VKCV SAR925

Air Mist Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built
20.09.1944 -  xx.12.1945 - Wrecked 

under tow by HMAS Geraldton
? SAR917

Air Nymph (ex-Air Save) Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built xx.xx.1962 -  Sold 20.06.1968  VKRK Y257
Air Rest Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built 20.09.1944 -  Transferred RAAF VKLZ SAR921
Air Sailor Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built 08.11.1944 -  Transferred RAAF VKRQ SAR926

Air Save Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built
20.09.1944 -  Tfr to RAAF 1949 - to 

RAN 29.11.62 renamed Air Nymph 
VKRK SAR920 / Y257

Air Seek * Air Sea Rescue ASR - Aussie built
xx.xx.1957 -  Replica built by Lars 

Halvorsen for RAAF. Sold 03.1985
VLRZ SAR02-113

Air Sense Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built 01.03.1945 -  Transferred RAAF VKRG SAR914
Air Speed Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built 28.02.1945 -  Remained in RAN VKCB SAR910

Air Spray Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built
13.02.1945 -  Transferred RAAF 

1949 - to RAN 1965 - Sold 
VKRD SAR911 / Y259

Air Sprite Air Sea Rescue ASR - Aussie built
xx.xx.1960 -  xx.xx.1976 - Sunk 

HMAS Brisbane missile target 
VKMK SAR6301 / Y256

Air Trail Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built
08.02.1945 -  Remained in RAN 

service - Sunk target practice 1968
VKCW SAR916

Air View Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built 20.11.1944 -  Transferred RAAF VKRM SAR923
Air Watch Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built 27.11.1944 -  Transferred RAAF VKRR SAR927
Air Wave Air Sea Rescue ASR - USA built 20.09.1944 -   Renamed Air Foam 
(*All except Air Seek were built for 

the R.A.N.)



Ships Callsigns of the Royal Australian Navy, generally in their years of service.

Bronzewing Harbour Tug - Large medium
27.08.1946 - in/out reserve - Civvy 

manned during 1950's - Sold 06.74
VKYZ DT932

Emu Harbour Tug - Large medium 30.07.1946 - 17.12.1959 Sold May VKYG DT931

Mollymawk Harbour Tug - Large medium
14.06.1946 - Transferred to Army 

as AT2383 1957 - Sold 1963
VJZD DT933

Woomera MSL - Armament Stores Carrier
23.01.1946 - 11.10.1960  Sunk off 

Sydney onboard fire dumping 
VMLD ex-AV1356

(ex-AV1356 Ashburton TFR RAN)

Wyatt Earp (ex-Wongala) Antarctic Research Support Vessel
17.11.1947 -  30.06.1948 into 

Reserve Sold late 1951 renamed 
VLNS ?

Condamine Frigate Modified Bay (River) Class 22.02.1946 - 02.12.1955 VMGB K698 / F698

Culgoa Frigate Modified Bay (River) Class 01.04.1947 - 15.04.1954 VMFT K408 / F408

Murchison Frigate Modified Bay (River) Class 17.12.1945 - 15.04.1954 VMFR K442 / F442

Shoalhaven Frigate Modified Bay (River) Class 02.05.1946 - 19.12.1955 VMFX K535 / F535

Sydney (III) Aircraft Carrier Majestic Class 16.12.1948 - 03.05.1958  VJLR A214

Vengeance Aircraft Carrier Majestic Class
13.11.1952 - 25.10.1955  Returned 

to R.N. Sold to Brazil 'Minas Gerias'
GGRV R71

Melbourne (II) Aircraft Carrier Majestic Modified 28.10.1955 - 30.06.1982 VKLP R21

Anzac (II) Destroyer - Battle Class 14.03.1951 - 04.10.1974 VLMG D59 / 59
Tobruk Destroyer - Battle Class 08.05.1950 - 29.10.1960 VLMD D37

Quadrant A/S Frigate Type 15 Converted xx.07.1953 - 16.08.1957 Sold VKMJ F01

Queenborough A/S Frigate Type 15 Converted
xx.xx.1954 - 10.07.1963  

28.07.1966 - 07.04.1972 Sold 
VLNZ F02 / 57

Quiberon A/S Frigate Type 15 Converted 18.12.1957 - 26.06.1964 Sold VLND F03
Quickmatch A/S Frigate Type 15 Converted xx.xx.1955 - 26.04.1963 Sold VLNF F04

Kimbla BDV / RANEL Trials from 58/59 26.03.1956 - 15.02.1985 VLNK P225/A314/GOR314

Paluma
MSL - Converted for Survey 1956-

57

18.03.1957 - 16.03.1973  Sold 

21.05.1974  'Matlock'
VKMC MSL252 / 337



Ships Callsigns of the Royal Australian Navy, generally in their years of service.

(ex-AV2073 Elsa TFR RAN as 

Vampire (II) Destroyer - Daring Class
23.06.1959 - xx.xx.1970  xx.xx.1971 

- xx.08.1985  ANMM Sydney
VJZC / VKMC D11 / 11

Vendetta (II) Destroyer - Daring Class 26.11.1958 - xx.xx.1971  xx.xx.1973 VJZG D08 / 08
Voyager (II) Destroyer - Daring Class 12.02.1957 - 10.02.1964  Sunk VJZF D04

Duchess Destroyer - Daring Class
08.05..1964 - 26.02.1973  

xx.08.1974 - 24.10.1977 (VKYT) 
GKYT / VKYT D154 / 154

Banks GPV Explorer Class
16.11.1960 - 16.12.1966  

21.11.1969 - 17.12.1982  1985 
VKDF 901/Y266/G244

Bass GPV Explorer Class
15.11.1960 - 17.12.1982  

xx.10.1985 Darwin RANR  Sold 
VKDG 902/Y267/A247

Supply Oil Tanker, General 15.08.1962 - 16.12.1985 VKCX O195

Curlew Mine Counter Measures 21.08.1962 - 30.04.1990 VKMM M1121
Gull Mine Counter Measures 19.07.1962 - 07.11.1969 VKMR M1139
Hawk Mine Counter Measures 18.07.1962 - 07.01.1972 VKMQ M1185
Ibis Mine Counter Measures 07.09.1962 - 04.05.1984 VKMP M1183
Snipe Mine Counter Measures 11.09.1962 - 03.06.1983 VKML M1102
Teal Mine Counter Measures 30.08.1962 - 14.08.1970 VKMN M1152

Derwent Frigate/DE Type12 River Class 30.04.1964 - xx.xx.1981  xx.xx.1985 VKCV F22 / 49
Parramatta (III) Frigate/DE Type12 River Class 14.07.1961 - xx.xx.1977  xx.xx.1981 VJZN F05 / 46
Stuart (II) Frigate/DE Type12 River Class 28.06.1963 - xx.xx.1979  xx.xx.1983 VKCK F21 / 48

Swan (III) Frigate/DE Type12 River Class
20.01.1970 - 13.09.1996  Dive 

wreck sunk 14.12.1997 Busselton 
VJZK F64 / 50

Torrens (II) Frigate/DE Type12 River Class
19.01.1971 - xx.xx.1998  Sunk by 

Submarine 14.06.99 SinkEx. W.A.
VLNB F74 / 53

Yarra (III) Frigate/DE Type12 River Class 27.07.1961 - xx.xx.1976  xx.xx.1977 VJZJ / VKYJ F07 / 45

Brisbane (II) DDG Destroyer - Charles F. Adams
16.12 1967 - 19.10.2001  Dive 

wreck 31.07.2005 E of Mudjimba 
VKLC 41

Hobart (II) DDG Destroyer - Charles F. Adams
18.12.1965 - 12.05.2000  Dive 

wreck 05.11.2002 Yankalilla Bay 
VKLB 39

Perth (II) DDG Destroyer - Charles F. Adams
17.07.1965 - 15.10.1999  Dive 

wreck 24.11.2001 Albany W.A.
VKPT 38

Onslow Submarine Oberon Class
22.12.1969 - 29.03.1999  

Aust.National Maritime Museum 
VKLF SS60

Orion Submarine Oberon Class 15.06.1977 - 04.10.1996 VLTQ SS61



Ships Callsigns of the Royal Australian Navy, generally in their years of service.

Otama Submarine Oberon Class 27.04.1978 - 15.12.2000 VLTR SS62
Otway (II) Submarine Oberon Class 23.04.1968 - xx.xx.1995  Memorial VKYN SS59
Ovens Submarine Oberon Class 18.04.1969 - 01.12.1995  Maritime VKRU SS70
Oxley (II) Submarine Oberon Class 27.03.1967 - 13.02.1992 VKMD SS57

Acute Patrol Boat Attack Class
24.06.1968 - 06.05.1983  

Transferred to Indonesia 1983 Silea
VLSQ P81

Adroit Patrol Boat Attack Class 17.08.1968 - 28.03.1992  Sunk VLSG P82

Advance Patrol Boat Attack Class
24.01.1968 - 06.02.1988  

Aust.National Maritme Museum 
VMGU P83

Aitape Patrol Boat Attack Class 13.11.1967 - 14.11.1974  VMLB P84

Archer Patrol Boat Attack Class
15.05.1968 - 21.10.1974  

Transferred to Indonesia 1974 
VJZH P86

Ardent Patrol Boat Attack Class
26.10.1968 - 18.06.1982  TFR to 

RANR Till 06.01.1994 Sold 
VLSW P87

Arrow Patrol Boat Attack Class 03.07.1968 - 25.12.1974  Sunk VLML P88

Assail Patrol Boat Attack Class
12.07.1968 - 18.10.1985  

Transferred to Indonesia 1985 
VMFJ P89

Attack Patrol Boat Attack Class
17.11.1967 - 21.02.1985  

Transferred to Indonesia 
VMFZ P90

Aware Patrol Boat Attack Class
21.06.1968 - 02.12.1982  

Transferred to RANR Til 17.07.1993
VMGH P91

Bandolier Patrol Boat Attack Class
14.12.1968 - 16.11.1973  

Transferred to Indonesia 1973 
VMFD P95

Barbette Patrol Boat Attack Class
16.08.1968 - 15.06.1984  

Transferred to  Indonesia 
VMFP P97

Barricade Patrol Boat Attack Class
20.10.1968 - 20.05.1982  

Transferred to Indonesia 
VMGB P98

Bayonet Patrol Boat Attack Class
22.04.1969 - 22.03.1982  

Transferred to RANR Til 26.06.1988
VMLK P101

Bombard Patrol Boat Attack Class 05.11.1968 - 12.09.1983  VMGK P99
Buccaneer Patrol Boat Attack Class 11.01.1969 - 27.07.1984  Sunk VMLD P100
Ladava Patrol Boat Attack Class 21.10.1968 - 14.11.1974  VMLX P92
Lae (II) Patrol Boat Attack Class 03.04.1968 - 14.11.1974  VMLJ P93
Madang Patrol Boat Attack Class 29.11.1968 - 14.11.1974  VMLU P94
Samarai Patrol Boat Attack Class 01.03.1968 - 14.11.1975  VMLO P85

Porpoise  (ex-Neasham)
Ham Class - Diving Tender - 

converted

13.06.1973 -  02.12.1988  Sold 

29.11.1989
VKDN Y280 / DTV1002
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Seal    (ex-Wintringham)
Ham Class - Diving Tender - 

converted

xx.12.1968 -  15.09.1988  Sold 

29.11.1989
VKDQ Y298 / DTV1001

Stalwart (II) Support Ship - Destroyer Tender 09.02.1968 - 09.03.1990  Sold 1990 VKCU D215 / A215

Boonaroo Supply Ship - Ammunition
01.03.1967 - 08.05.1967  Returned 

to A.N.L. Sold 'Collin Four' 01.1971
VMBB ?

Jeparit Supply Ship
11.12.1969 - 11.03.1972  Returned 

to A.N.L. Sold 'Pleias' 09.1979
? ?

Balikpapan (II) Heavy Landing Craft LCH
27.09.1974 - 12.12.2012 Sold to 

Philippine Govt.  TFR dateTBA
VKCZ L126

Betano Heavy Landing Craft LCH
08.08.1973 - 12.12.2012 Sold to 

Philippine Govt.  TFR dateTBA
VKMZ L133

Brunei Heavy Landing Craft LCH
05.01.1973 - 19.11.2014 TFR to 

Philippine Navy 23.07.15 as BRP 
VKDK L127

Buna Heavy Landing Craft LCH 17.12.1973 - 14.11.1974 TFR to VKMX L132

Labuan (II) Heavy Landing Craft LCH
09.03.1973 - 19.11.2014 TFR to 

PNGDF 04.12.14 as HMPNGS 
VKDY L128

Salamaua Heavy Landing Craft LCH 19.10.1973 - 14.11.1974 TFR to VKMW L131

Tarakan (II) Heavy Landing Craft LCH
15.06.1973 - 19.11.2014 TFR to 

Philippine Navy 23.07.15 as BRP 
VKDZ L129

Wewak Heavy Landing Craft LCH
10.08.1973 - 12.12.2012 Sold to 

Philippine Govt.  TFR date TBA
VKMJ L130

Jervis Bay
Training Ship - ex 'Australian 

Trader'

25.08.1977 - 18.04.1994  Sold 

12.1994 renamed 'Agios Andreas'
VKCW GT203

Cook Survey Ship
28.10.1980 - 31.10.1990  Sold 1991 

renamed 'Maria Kosmas'
VKMS A291

Flinders Survey Ship 27.04.1973 - xx.xx.1998  Sold 1999 VKMY A312

Moresby (II) Survey Ship
06.03.1964 - 13.11.1997  Sold 1998 

renamed 'Patricia Anne Hotung'
VKPM A73

Tobruk (II) Amphibious Heavy Lift LSH 23.04.1981 - 31.07.2015 VLSD L50

Bendigo (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 28.05.1983 - 09.09.2006 VLRH P211
Bunbury (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 15.12.1984 - 11.02.2006 VLRO P217
Cessnock (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 05.03.1983 - 23.06.2005 VLRG P210



Ships Callsigns of the Royal Australian Navy, generally in their years of service.

Dubbo (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 10.05.1984 - 02.02.2006 VLRL P214
Fremantle (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 17.03.1980 - 11.08.2006 VLRA P203
Gawler (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 27.08.1983 - 08.07.2006 VLRJ P212
Geelong (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 02.06.1984 - 08.07.2006 VLRC P215
Geraldton (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 10.12.1984 - 07.10.2006 VLRK P213
Gladstone (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 08.09.1984 - 13.03.2006 VLRN P216
Ipswich (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 13.11.1982 - 11.05.2007 VLRI P209
Launceston (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 06.03.1982 - 08.09.2006 VLRF P207
Townsville (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 18.07.1981 - 11.05.2007 VLRD P205
Warrnambool (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 14.03.1981 - 29.11.2005 VLRM P204
Whyalla (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 03.07.1982 - 02.09.2005 VLRE P208
Wollongong (II) Patrol Boat - Fremantle Class 28.11.1981 - 11.02.2006 VLRB P206

Adelaide (II) Frigate Perry FFG Class 15.11.1980 - 19.01.2008 VKLA F01
Canberra (II) Frigate Perry FFG Class 21.03.1981 - 12.11.2005 VKCN F02
Darwin Frigate Perry FFG Class 21.07.1984 - VKDA F04
Melbourne   (III) Frigate Perry FFG Class 15.02.1992 - VKLP F05
Newcastle Frigate Perry FFG Class 11.12.1993 - VLNC F06
Sydney   (IV) Frigate Perry FFG Class 29.01.1983 - 07.11.2015 VKML F03

Success Oil Tanker, General 23.04.1986 - VLNN A304
Westralia (II) Oil Tanker, General 09.10.1989 - 16.09.2006 VKCX A195

Rushcutter (II) Minehunter 01.11.1986 - 14.08.2001 ? M80 / 01
Shoalwater Minehunter 10.10.1987 - 14.08.2001 ? M81 / 02

Young Endeavour Sail Training Ship 25.01.1988 - VMGW

Protector II Trials Safety Ship -  ex-Blue Nabilla 30.10.1990 - xx.xx.2001 ? ASR241

Benalla (II) Survey Launch AGSC 20.03.1990 - VLRW A04
Mermaid Survey Launch AGSC 04.12.1989 - VLRX A02
Paluma (II) Survey Launch AGSC 27.02.1989 - VLRY A01
Shepparton (II) Survey Launch AGSC 24.01.1990 - VLRZ A03

Bandicoot Minesweeper MSA Auxiliary Class 08.08.1990 -  ? VLTL Y298
Bermagui Minesweeper MSA Auxiliary Class xx.xx.1994 - xx.04.2000 VLRV M1121
Brolga Minesweeper MSA Auxiliary Class xx.xx.1988 - xx.xx.2000 VLPS M1102
Koraaga (II) Minesweeper MSA Auxiliary Class xx.xx.1989 - xx.04.2000 VLRT M1185
Wallaroo (II) Minesweeper MSA Auxiliary Class 03.08.1990 -  ? VLTM Y299
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Kanimbla (II) Amphibious Transport LPA 29.08.1994 - 25.11.2011 VLTS L51
Manoora (II) Amphibious Transport LPA 25.11.1994 - xx.05.2011 VLTU L52

Leeuwin Survey Ship AGS 27.05.2000 - VLSE A245
Melville Survey Ship AGS 27.05.2000 - VLSF A246

Jervis Bay II     (AKR45) Transport - Incat Fast Catamaran 10.06.1999 - 11.05.2001 VLTX 45

Collins Submarine SSG Collins Class 27.07.1996 - VMLC S73
Dechaineux Submarine SSG Collins Class 23.02.2001 - VMLD S76
Farncomb Submarine SSG Collins Class 31.01.1998 - VMLF S74
Rankin Submarine SSG Collins Class 29.03.2003 - VMLR S78
Sheehan Submarine SSG Collins Class 23.02.2001 - VMLS S77
Waller Submarine SSG Collins Class 10.07.1999 - VMLW S75

Anzac (III) Frigate Anzac FF Class 18.05.1996 - VKNG F150
Arunta (II) Frigate Anzac FF Class 12.12.1998 - VKMQ F151
Ballarat (II) Frigate Anzac FF Class 26.06.2004 - VKLG F155
Parramatta Frigate Anzac FF Class 04.10.2003 - VKMN F154
Perth (III) Frigate Anzac FF Class 26.08.2006 - VKPT F157
Stuart (III) Frigate Anzac FF Class 17.08.2002 - VKCK F153
Toowoomba (II) Frigate Anzac FF Class 08.10.2005 - VKLI F156
Warramunga (II) Frigate Anzac FF Class 31.03.2001 - VKLD F152

Diamantina (II) Minehunter MHC Huon Class 04.05.2002 - VLTG M86
Gascoyne (II) Minehunter MHC Huon Class 02.06.2001 - VLTF M85
Hawkesbury (II) Minehunter MHC Huon Class 12.02.2000 - VLTD M83
Huon (II) Minehunter MHC Huon Class 15.05.1999 - VLTC M82
Norman  (II) Minehunter MHC Huon Class 26.08.2000 - VLTE M84
Yarra (IV) Minehunter MHC Huon Class 01.03.2003 - VLTH M87

Sirius (II) Oil Tanker, General 16.09.2006 - VKSI O266

Albany Patrol Boat - Armidale Class 15.07.2006 - VKDG P86
Ararat (II) Patrol Boat - Armidale Class 10.11.2006 - VKMY P89
Armidale (II) Patrol Boat - Armidale Class 24.06.2005 - VKCV P83
Bathurst (II) Patrol Boat - Armidale Class 10.02.2006 - VKDF P85
Broome (II) Patrol Boat - Armidale Class 10.02.2007 - VKPH P90

Bundaberg (II) Patrol Boat - Armidale Class
03.03.2007 -  Refit terminated. 

Destroyed by fire 11.08.2014
VKPJ P91

Childers (II) Patrol Boat - Armidale Class 07.07.2007 - VKPR P93
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Glenelg (II) Patrol Boat - Armidale Class 22.02.2008 - VMFP P96
Larrakia (II) Patrol Boat - Armidale Class 10.02.2006 - VKCW P84
Launceston (III) Patrol Boat - Armidale Class 22.09.2007 VKRU P94
Maitland Patrol Boat - Armidale Class 29.09.2006 - VKMK P88
Maryborough (II) Patrol Boat - Armidale Class 08.12.2007 - VMAR P95
Pirie (II) Patrol Boat - Armidale Class 29.07.2006 - VKMD P87
Wollongong (III) Patrol Boat - Armidale Class 23.06.2007 - VKPM P92

Choules                LSD Landing Ship Dock - Bay Class 13.12.2011 - VKJC L100

Adelaide III            LHD Landing Helicopter Dock - Canberra 04.12.2015 - VKLA L01
Canberra III           LHD  Landing Helicopter Dock - Canberra 28.11.2014 - VKCN L02

Brisbane III          Destroyer - Air warfare - Multi Role
NuShip replacement est 09/2018 

prev 09/2017 originally 03/2016
VKLC D41

Hobart III              Destroyer - Air warfare - Multi Role
NuShip replacement est 06/2017 

prev 03/2016 originally 12/2014
VKLB D39

Sydney V Destroyer - Air warfare - Multi Role
NuShip replacement est 03/2020 

prev 06/2019 originally 06/2017
VKCM D42

(Stay tuned !)


